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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by 
Espejo et al (6748066). 

3. Regarding claim 1 Espejo et al teaches a method, comprising the steps of (figs. 
1-9): 

receiving a call dialed from a calling cellular mobile station having a post-paid 
subscription to a toll free telephone number recognized in a supporting cellular 
communications network as being associated with a prepaid service (col. 5, line 57-col. 
6, line 9, col. 7, lines 1-10); 

responding to a receipt of the call from the post paid subscription mobile station 
at the toll free number, triggering supporting cellular network calculation of a permitted 
prepaid use time for user communications effectuated through the post paid 
subscription mobile station (col. 5, line 57-col. 6, line 9, col. 7, lines 1 -20, col. 9, lines 
25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41); 
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through connecting the post paid subscription cellular mobile station to a user 
called destination to establish a call connection (col. 5, line 57-col. 6, line 9, col. 7, lines 
1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41 ,col. 14, lines 20-5); and 

monitoring a duration of the established call connection against the calculated 
permitted use time (col. 5; line 57-col. 6, line 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 
15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 2 Espejo et al teaches detecting that the monitored duration has 
at least met the calculated permitted prepaid use time, terminating the established call 
connection; and charging a fee for the utilized permitted prepaid use time against a 
prepaid account instead of against the mobile station subscription (col. 5, lines 57-col. 
6, line 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col, 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 3 Espejo et al teaches determining prior to the step of through 
connecting a method of payment for the call; and applying the fee against the 
determined method of payment (col. 5, line 57-col. 6, line 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, 
lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 4 Espejo et al teaches detecting a user termination of the 
established call connection prior to the expiration of the permitted prepaid use time; 
calculating an elapsed use time; and charging a fee for the calculated elapsed use time 
against a prepaid account instead of against the mobile station subscription (col. 5, line 
57-col. 6, line 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, line 25-65, col. 15, line 25-41 , col. 14, lines 20- 
35). 
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Regarding claim 5 Espejo et al teaches determining prior to the step of through 
connecting a method of payment for the call; and applying the fee against the 
determined method of payment (col. 5, line 57-col. 6, line 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, 
lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 6 Espejo et al teaches a method, comprising the steps of (figs. 

1-9): 

receiving a call origination from a mobile station having a post-paid subscription, 
the call origination dialed to a first telephone number associated with a prepaid service 
(col. 5, line 57-col. 6, line 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41); 

triggering at a serving mobile switching center responsive to the received call 
origination and the dialed first telephone number the execution of an incoming 
message coordination feature (col. 7, lines 1-44); 

collecting within the execution of the incoming message coordination feature a 
second telephone number identifying a called party and information concerning a 
prepaid method of payment for the call (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, ines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, 
col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41 ,col. 14, lines 20-35); 

determining within a payment system of the supporting cellular network the 
calculation of a permitted use time for user communications effectuated through the 
mobile station and with the called party (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, 
col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35); 

sending of a location request message including the first telephone number from 
the serving mobile switching center to a home location register that stores the prepaid 
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subscription (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-44, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, 
lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35); 

recognizing at the home location register that the location request message 
concerns a prepaid subscription and querying the payment system to retrieve the 
second telephone number and the permitted use time (coL 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, 
col. 7, lines 1-44, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35); 

communicating the second telephone number and the permitted use time from 
the home location register to the serving mobile switching center (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, 
lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41,col. 14, lines 20-35); 

through connecting the mobile station to the called party to establish a call 
connection; and monitoring a duration of the established call connection against the 
calculated permitted use time (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, 
lines 25-65, coL 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 7 Espejo et al teaches detecting that the monitored duration has 
at least met the calculated permitted use time; terminating the established call 
connection; and charging a fee for the utilized permitted use time (col. 5, lines 57-col. 
6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41 ,col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 8 Espejo et al teaches the fee against the identified prepaid 
method of payment instead of against the paid subscription for the mobile station (col. 
5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 
14, lines 20-35). 
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Regarding claim 9 Espejo et al teaches detecting a user termination of the 
established call connection prior to the expiration of the permitted use time; calculating 
an elapsed use time; and charging a fee for the calculated elapsed use time (col. 5, 
lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, 
lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 10 Espejo et al teaches applying the fee against the identified 
prepaid method of payment instead of against the paid subscription for the mobile 
station (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 
25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Espejo et al teaches wherein the first telephone number 
comprises a toll free number (col. 7, lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 12 Espejo et al teaches a wireless cellular system, comprising 
(figs. 1-9): 

a mobile switching center receiving a call origination from a mobile station having 
a post paid subscription, wherein the call origination is dialed to a first telephone 
number associated with a prepaid service, and triggering the execution of an incoming 
message coordination feature (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, 
lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35); 

an interactive voice response system connected to the mobile switching center 
and activated by the incoming message coordination feature to collect from the mobile 
station a second telephone number identifying a called party and information concerning 
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a prepaid method of payment for the call (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1- 
20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35); 

a payment system connected to the interactive voice response system and 
operable to calculate a permitted use time for user communications effectuated through 
the mobile station and with the called party (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1- 
20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41 ,col. 14, lines 20-35); and 

a home location register connected to the mobile switching center and the 
payment system and operating to store the prepaid subscription associated with the first 
telephone number (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-29, col. 9, lines 25-65, 
col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35); 

wherein the mobile switching center pre-routes a call to the first telephone 
number to the home location register (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, 
col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41 ,col. 14, lines 20-35); 

wherein the home location register recognizes that the pre-routing concerns the 
first telephone number prepaid subscription and queries the payment system to retrieve 
the second telephone number and the permitted use time for delivery to the mobile 
switching center (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 
15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35); and 

wherein the mobile switching center through connects the mobile station to the 
called party to establish a call connection, and monitors a duration of the established 
call connection against the calculated permitted use time (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, 
col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41 ,col. 14, lines 20-35). 
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Regarding claim 13 Espejo et al teaches wherein the mobile switching center 
further detects that the monitored duration has at least met the calculated permitted use 
time and terminates the established call connection (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 
7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 14 Espejo et al teaches wherein the payment system charges a 
fee for the utilized permitted use time against the identified prepaid method of payment 
instead of against the mobile station subscription (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, 
lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 15 Espejo et al teaches wherein the mobile switching center 
further detects a user termination of the established call connection prior to the 
expiration of the permitted use time and calculates an elapsed use time (col. 5, lines 
57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41 ,col. 14, lines 
20-35). 

Regarding claim 16 Espejo et al teaches wherein the payment system charges a 
fee for the calculated elapsed use time against the identified prepaid method of 
payment instead of against the mobile station subscription (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 
9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col: 14, lines 20-35): 

Regarding claim 17 Espejo et al teaches wherein the first telephone number 
comprises a toll free telephone number (col. 7, lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 18 Espejo et al teaches a prepaid service system, comprising 
(figs. 1-9): 
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a calling mobile station having a post paid subscription and operable to 
transceiver use communications over a wireless cellular air interface (col. 5, lines 57- 
col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41,col. 14, lines 20- 
35); and 

a supporting cellular communications network operating to calculate a permitted 
duration for prepaid user communications effectuated through the calling mobile station 
and monitor a call connection to ensure the call does not exceed the calculated 
permitted duration (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, 
col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35); and 

a switching node connected to the base transceiver station and the means for 
calculating a permitted duration (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, 
lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41,col. 14, lines 20-35); 

wherein the switching node operates to trigger, responsive to mobile station 
dialing of a certain prepaid subscription telephone number other than a destination 
telephone number for a prepaid call, an operation within the supporting cellular 
communications network to calculate the permitted use time for user communications 
effectuated through that mobile station (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, 
col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 19 Espejo et al teaches wherein the^ supporting cellular 
communications network further comprises a base transceiver station for 
communicating with the mobile station over the wireless cellular air interface (col. 5, 
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lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, 
lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 20 Espejo et al teaches further including means within the 
supporting cellular communications network for collecting prepaid call payment 
information from the mobile station user (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1- 
20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 21 Espejo et al teaches wherein the means for collecting 
comprises an interactive voice response system activated responsive to the mobile 
station call to the prepaid subscription telephone number and operating to query the 
user for the call payment information (col. 5, lines 57-col! 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, 
col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41,001. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 22 Espejo et al teaches wherein the means for calculating 
determines the permitted use time based on the collected call payment information 
(col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25- 
41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 23 Espejo et al teaches wherein charges for the call are applied 
against an account identified by the prepaid call payment information instead of against 
the mobile station subscription (col. 5, lines 57-col. 6, lines 9, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 9, 
lines 25-65, col. 15, lines 25-41, col. 14, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 24 Espejo et al teaches wherein the prepaid subscription 
telephone number comprises a toll free number (col. 7, lines 1-16). 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KHAWAR IQBAL whose telephone number is 703-306- 
3015. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, BANKS-HAROLD, MARSHA, can be reached at 703-305-4379. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2684 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer 
Service Office whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 


Khawar Iqbal 



